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	Lesson Goal
In this lesson students will explore the influence of politics on environmental policy.  TOTAL TIME: 1.5 hours
Activities
· Paris Accord Agreement Debate 
· Govtrack Activity(homework assignment)
· Kahoot Activity
Materials 
Paris Accord Debate Activity:
· Links to websites which can be accessed in course materials
Govtrack Activity: 
· Govtrack assignment sheet
· Computer access  
Kahoot Activity: 
· Internet Access 


	Lesson Objectives
· Define environmental health policy 
· Discus current environmental health policy issues
· Identify the basis of policies and policy actors
· Differentiate between a bill, laws, statue, rule , regulation, and ordinance
· Understand the role of the EPA and major environmental statues related to water 
· Identify local environmental policy issues and learn how to take action
· Learn how to use Govtracks to follow current policies
· Analyze the Paris Accord Agreement 

Background
The main focus of this lecture is to teach the ways in which problems are identified and addressed through policy. In addition, students will learn about the rational – comprehensive model of policy formation and the steps involved in using it. Further, explore the role the EPA plays in environmental policy and regulation. Lastly, the assignment will engage students in interactive activities that will allude to the cost and benefits involved in policy making. 
Course Materials 
· Kahoot (teacher): https://play.kahoot.it/#/?quizId=1c456190-c7c8-4b6b-b445-2a3401e2522a&playId=62b4e2de-8b5f-4736-94a0-9ca61c7cf4e6
· Kahoot ( Student): https://kahoot.it
· 2017 Presidential Candidate’s outlook on environmental/climate issues : http://pbseduelectioncentral.com/interactive-map
· Video about the Brief History of Environmental Justice: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=30xLg2HHg8Q 
· Video: “Can Paris produce a climate change deal that sticks?” https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/paris-climate-talks-enter-next-phase-but-political-roadblocks-remain
· Tenets of the Paris Climate Agreement: https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/international/negotiations/paris_en


	
	




	
20 Minutes
	Kahoot Activity 

	
	Policy and Environmental Health

	
	Right to Clean Environment?

	
	Foundations of Policy 

	
20 Minutes
	U.S. Civics 

	
	EPA and Water 

	
15 Minutes
	Major Environmental Statutes 

	
	National and Local Focus 

	
	Paris Accord Debate 

	
	Introduction to Govtrack (Homework assignment)



Kahoot Activity 
As a warm-up, use this interactive Kahoot survey to allow students to share their preliminary views on environmental policy. The teacher should go on his or her computer and select the “Player vs. Player” mode. Each student will require a smartphone, laptop or computer and should go to the Kahoot website and enter the Game PIN that will appear on the teacher’s screen. It is the teacher’s responsibility to click to the next question once each student has answered.
[If you do not wish to have students play the game on their devices, then ask the following questions:
1. Do you believe that climate change is caused by human activities? 
2. Do you believe that the U.S. government should invest in renewable energy sources? 
3. Should the government prioritize environmental protections or economic growth?
Lesson Plan
15 minutes
· Policy and Environmental Health
· Environmental Health Policy 
· Current Environmental Health Policy Issues 
· Local, state, national, and global
· Right to Clean Environment?
· U.S. Constitution 
· Foundations of Policy 
· Basis of Policies 
· Policy Actors 
20 minutes
· U.S. Civics
· Definitions: Bills, Law/Legislation, Statutes, Rules & Regulations, and Ordinances 
· Branches of U.S. Government: Legislative, Executive, and Judicial 
· The “Revolving Door” 
· Law and Rule Making Processes 
· EPA and Water 
· Federal Administrative Agencies 
· EPA 
· Popular environmental health topics 
· Water 
15 minutes 
· Major Environmental Statutes 
· Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA)
· Lead and Copper Rule (LCR) 
· Reduction of Lead in Drinking Water Act 
· National and Local Focus
· Healthy Homes and Lead Poisoning Prevention Program 
· NOLA Unleaded 
· Introduction to Govtrack 
· Follow a current environmental health policy 

Paris Accord Debate
Have students complete the following:
1. Visit the PBS Election Central website’s interactive map and click on “Candidates & Issues” on the bottom right of the screen. Read the section entitled “Environmental/Climate” to become familiarized with both sides of the issue.
2. View the three remaining candidates’ quotes on the environment by selecting their names in the “Environmental/Climate” section. Does the candidate you support share your views?
3. Debate environmental policy with your classmates in a Socratic Seminar (group discussion focusing on thoughtful and respectful responses in which the teacher only interjects to facilitate the conversation) using the following questions:

Learn more about the challenges that surrounded the talks using the PBS News Hour video story: ‘Can Paris produce a climate change deal that sticks?’ Read the tenets of the Paris Climate Agreement found here. 
1. What parts of the agreement are most important? 
2. Are there any parts that are not important? 
3. What are some of the costs and benefits involved? 
4. Are there any aspects that you would change?

Govtrack Activity 
After divulging into the complexity and inner-workings of government and environmental health policy, it’s time to do some policy research. At the end of the lesson, we introduced ‘Govtrack,’ which is a website used to monitor the status of proposed bills in Congress. Read about any bill or resolution on a relevant environmental topic of your choice, and draft a report (no longer than 1 page) summarizing the specifics of the selected legislation. Before our next lesson, 5 student volunteers will be required to share their findings (~2 minutes) with the class.

Questions that should be answered in your research:
· What the bill is called
· Who sponsored it (Name, House/Senate, State, and Party)
· What is calls for 
· Dig a little deeper online to see what opponents and proponents say about it
· Industry officials
· Advocates
· Politicians 
· Public, tribes, etc. (any relevant stakeholder)
· The status of the bill
· Govtrack’s prognosis
· Your thoughts 

Govtrack: https://www.govtrack.us/



