Our Community, Our Health
Dear Par cipant,

Spring 2014

Thank you for being part of the Women and Their Children’s Health
(WaTCH) Study at the Louisiana State University School of Public
Health. The 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill is the largest marine oil
spill to date. LSU’s School of Public Health is commi ed to
understanding the many ways the oil spill may have aﬀected
communi es in South Louisiana. To understand the full impact, we
must talk to as many people with as many diﬀerent backgrounds as
possible. Even if you feel you were not aﬀected, your experiences
provide valuable informa on.
At the end of your telephone interview, you may have been asked to
submit a blood and urine specimen during a home visit.
Biospecimens are used to understand how genes and the
environment work together to aﬀect our long term health.
Another goal of our study is to understand the impacts of the
Deepwater Horizon oil spill on children’s development and well‐
being. Most informa on collected about the eﬀects of the oil spill
come from adults, but children may perceive or experience the oil
spill diﬀerently. That is why we ask moms with a child ages 10 to 17
years old some addi onal ques ons.


2,650 women have enrolled in the study and
completed a telephone interview.
 1,190 women have completed a home visit.
 500 women and their eligible child have completed
the Child Study ques ons

Fig. 1 The pie graph above indicates the percentage of
women’s ages at the me of the phone interview.
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Thanks to you, we are more than halfway to our goal of recrui ng
5,000 women and 800 children into the Women and Their Children’s
Health study.
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Fig. 2 This bar graph indicates where par cipants lived
at the me of the oil spill. Only women who lived in one
of these parishes during the 2010 oil spill were eligible
to par cipate in the WaTCH study.

Tammy has conducted home visits for the LSU
WaTCH study since April 2013. She loves
Originally from Lafaye e, Louisiana, Tammy mee ng par cipants for the first me and has
moved to New York City, NY, as a young a lot of gra tude for all of you who have
woman. She and her husband owned and opened your homes to her.
operated an Italian restaurant for many years.
Tammy lives by her mo o, “ac ons speak
In 2008, Tammy returned to South Louisiana.
louder than words” and is dedicated to her
She earned her phlebotomist license and
job. She hopes this research will help Louisiana
worked at the Blood Center, Children’s
be er manage future disasters.
Hospital and now here at the LSU School of
Public Health as a Medical Research Assistant. Tammy is most proud of her two children.
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Next Up, Wave 2: This
year, we will begin Wave II of the
Women and Their Children’s Health
study. The first phone interview
asked about your health right a er
the spill. In this next phase, we will
call to ask you about your health
now, including ques ons about your
community and how you cope with
trauma c events. Your con nued
par cipa on is very important to
the success of our study.

No geographic area or popula on is exempt from disasters, but Louisiana and the Gulf
coast have had more than their fair share. In addi on to the vast amount of oil in the
gulf, large amounts of dispersants were used to break up the oil. Dispersants have
never before been used in such high quan es. Before the BP oil spill, the eﬀects of oil
spills on people had been studied less than ten mes. We are keeping track of people’s
health now and into the future. By par cipa ng in the WaTCH study, you have armed
us with data. Should some health eﬀect arise in the future, the data you have provided
over the last two years will help us understand what may have happened.
Thank You for Your Par cipa on,

Dr. Edward Trapido
Principal Inves gator

Dr. Edward Peters
Co‐ Principal Inves gator
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Do you have:


Comments, ques ons, concerns or
sugges ons for future newsle ers?



A new address?

Do you need to complete your home visit or
Child Study interview?

We’re only a phone call away.

Women and Their Children’s Health Study
Louisiana State University
Health Sciences Center—New Orleans
School of Public Health
Toll free ‐ 1‐855‐455‐3170
Email: thewatchstudy@lsuhsc.edu
h p://sph.lsuhsc.edu/watch
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